T he field of neurology experienced its flowering in Europe in the last half of the 19th century, with some of its practitioners veering from concerns about adult patients to delve into issues concerning children, for example, Sigmund Freud in Vienna, Austria, produced pioneering descriptions of cerebral palsy. 1 Nonetheless, at the end of the 19th century, few clinicians focused primarily on neurologic issues in children, and even though Bernard Sachs in New York published the first textbook devoted to nervous system diseases of children, 2 most neurological problems of children were being treated by pediatricians or neurosurgeons. 3, 4 However, in the first half of the 20th century, additional physicians began to devote their efforts primarily to child neurology (ie, Bronson Crothers and Randolph Byers at Children's Hospital in Boston, Frank Ford at Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore, and Douglas Buchanan at the University of Chicago). In 1937, Ford wrote a 953-page encyclopedic textbook of child neurology (subsequent revised editions grew in size with the 6th edition of 1557 pages appearing in 1973, three years after his death at age 78 years), 5, 6 while in 1939, Buchanan coauthored the first text on childhood brain tumors. 7 Crothers established the first hospital child neurology ward at the Children's Hospital in Boston, where Byers established the first formal training program in pediatric neurology. By the second half of the 20th century, increasing numbers of clinicians were devoting their efforts almost exclusively to child neurology. 3, 4, 8 Among these were the iconic figures of Sidney Carter 9 at the New York Neurological Institute (who was designated a child neurologist by his chief H. Houston Merritt) and Philip R. Dodge [10] [11] [12] at the Massachusetts General Hospital (similarly called to the field by his chief Raymond D. Adams). In the late 1950s in the United States, the National Institute of Neurological Disease and Blindness (NINDB) of the National Institutes of Health (NIH) agreed to provide training grant funding for child neurology programs. In 1959, Carter was appointed as a director of the American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology and introduced an examination on child neurology for all neurology candidates seeking certification. 4 During the 1960s, rivalry between the American Board of Pediatrics and the American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology delayed implementation of subspecialty certification in child neurology. Finally, in 1969, the American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology was able to offer subspecialty certification in ''neurology with special competence in child neurology.'' The ''grandfather clause'' initially allowed 106 individuals to use their experiences in child neurology to qualify for certification, 4 while later candidates for certification were required to demonstrate appropriate training in qualified programs. In 1972, the newly founded Child Neurology Society held its first annual meeting in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 13 The International Child Neurology Association [14] [15] [16] was founded in 1973 and its first congress was held in 1975 in Toronto, Ontario, Canada, immediately following the fourth annual meeting of the Child Neurology Society at McMaster University in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada (the early meetings of the Child Neurology Society were small enough that they could be held at university facilities). Thus, by the 1980s, the field of child neurology was still very much in its infancy (through 1985, only 579 certificates in child neurology had been granted by the American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology).
In 1982, I was approached by William Strauss about possibly editing a newsletter in the field of child neurology. Strauss worked for the PSG Publishing Company, which had been established by Frank N. Paparello and his partner Jack Mazzotti. Paparello had achieved financial and editorial success with a newsletter titled Biological Therapies in Psychiatry edited by Alan J. Gelenberg. In surveying the neuroscience field, Paparello had noted limited publications in the area of child neurology and wanted to start a child neurology newsletter. In the mid-1970s, Fred Plum had persuaded the American Neurological Association (ANA) to sever its relationship with the Archives of Neurology and begin a new journal. 17 The American Neurological Association offered an equal partnership in this new venture to the Child Neurology Society, but the Child Neurology Society opted for only a small stake while still adopting the Annals of Neurology as its official publication. Through the early 1980s, the only publications dedicated to child neurology topics were Developmental Medicine and Child Neurology (which had been founded in the United Kingdom in 1958 by Ronald Mac Keith as The Cerebral Palsy Bulletin) and Neuropädiatrie (a German publication with English articles founded in 1969 and then renamed Neuropediatrics in 1980). Meanwhile, the official Child Neurology Society journal, the Annals of Neurology, published the abstracts of the annual meeting of the Child Neurology Society but only occasional articles related to child neurology. Although agreeing with Strauss and Paparello about the paucity of publication outlets for child neurology material, I cautioned them that unlike psychiatry, which relies on words alone, neurology publications required images (such as electrophysiological tracings, photographs of patients and pathologic specimens, and radiographs), which would not fit the format of a newsletter. Instead, I suggested that PSG Publishing Company begin a North American journal in the area of child neurology. Paparello readily accepted my idea and offered me the founding editorship of a new child neurology journal. Meanwhile, I had been working on an atlas of muscle pathology which Paparello agreed to publish 18 and I had also made a career change, leaving my position as associate professor of neurology at the University of North Dakota School of Medicine in Fargo to enter a residency training program in anatomic and neuropathology at the University of Rochester Medical Center in Rochester, New York ( Figure 1 ).
By late 1984, plans were well underway to start a new quarterly publication entitled Journal of Child Neurology. I needed assistance since I could only work on this project at night at home (my day job as a pathology resident fully occupied by time). The new personal computer technology seemed to be the answer, so I purchased the IBM PCjr computer, 19 a daisy-wheel printer, 20 and the WordPerfect word processing software program. 21, 22 Fortunately, I had sufficient savings from my years on the faculty of the University of North Dakota to cover the many expenses in this enterprise. My wife Mary (when she was not caring for our three small children, Darryl, Audrey, and Owen) typed into the WordPerfect word processing program a list of all the names and addresses from the Child Neurology Society membership directory and from the abstracts of the 1984 Child Neurology Society annual meeting. I then was able to use the merge option of the software to produce several hundred personal letters asking potential contributors to send their articles to be included in the first issues of the Journal of Child Neurology. I contacted friends and acquaintances to be members of the Editorial Board and to provide peer reviews of submitted articles. Although it would seem risky for authors to put their trust in a yet unproven medical journal, the responses to my letters soliciting article submissions was gratifyingly overwhelming. In addition, I invited three colleagues to write longer pieces for inclusion in the first issue of the journal: Richard W. Leech (neuropathologist from the University of North Dakota, who had coauthored the first major text detailing the neuropathology of developmental malformatons while at the University of Washington 23 ) agreed to write a review article on holoprosencephaly 24 ; Robert G. Miller (a clinical neurophysiologist in San Francisco) agreed to write (with Nancy Kuntz) a review on nerve conduction studies in infants and children 25 ; and the neurologist and skilled raconteur David Goldblatt planned to write an article about Mö bius syndrome in cooperation with a young woman, Diane Williams, who suffered from that disorder. 26 By the summer of 1985, the material for the first journal issue was ready for production and Paparello suggested that at least one issue of volume 1 be published before the end of 1985 (in October 1985). I argued strenuously against that idea since Eugene Garfield (founder of the Institute for Scientific Information [ISI], which published Current Contents) had written about his consternation with journals that oddly dated their published volumes. [27] [28] [29] Paparello agreed to launch the Journal of Child Neurology in January 1986 and plans were developed for a marketing blitz at the annual Child Neurology Society meeting to be held at The Peabody Hotel in Memphis, Tennessee. Unbeknownst to us, Kenneth Swaiman (one of the founders and the first president of the Child Neurology Society) had decided in 1985 to begin his own journal, entitled Pediatric Neurology. Thus, while placing brochures at the Child Neurology Society meeting describing the first issue of the Journal of Child Neurology, I was rudely advised by a number of senior child neurologists to call off my foolhardy plans for a new competing journal. After discussions with Paparello and with the friends and colleagues who had agreed to be on the initial Editorial Board of the Journal of Child Neurology, I resolved to persevere and launch the journal despite that intimidation. I was blessed to have excellent assistance from Richard J. Wallace as managing editor and Nancy A. Jilk as copy editor on the PSG Publishing Company staff, and the first quarterly issue (84 pages in length) appeared without a hitch 30 in January 1986 (some other events of that remarkable year, 1986, are shown in Table 1 , and Figures 2 and 3 show the cover and masthead page from the first issue of the Journal of Child Neurology). 31 The publishing company Lea & Febiger placed a full page advertisement for the new third edition of the Textbook of Child Neurology by John Menkes, 32 the PSG Publishing Company placed a full-page house advertisement for my atlas they had published (Figure 4 ), 18 and the back cover was an advertisement from the Muscular Dystrophy Association (MDA). The annual cost in North America for an individual subscription was $57 and for an institutional subscription was $75.
Article solicitation continued to be the major thrust of my activities, since it was necessary to assure that each issue had a full complement of material and appeared on time (January, April, June, and October). However, I was also completing my residency training program and needed to find a faculty position. Fortunately, Leech had just taken the position of Professor and Chairman of Pathology at the University of Oklahoma College of Medicine and asked me to join the faculty to run the neuropathology program and supervise autopsies performed at the Oklahoma City Veterans Administration Medical Center (VAMC). The transition from Rochester, New York, to Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, was seamless, with an editorial office for the journal set up at the University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center in July 1986. I asked two other University of Oklahoma faculty members, Robert M. Shuman and John B. Bodensteiner, to assist me as associate editors. 31 Early in 1986, I received a panicked telephone call from Joseph H. French, who was chairman of the Scientific Program Committee of the Fourth International Child Neurology Congress (sponsored by the International Child Neurology Association) in Jerusalem, Israel, in March 1986. Previous arrangements for congress abstract publication had been haphazard, but this time French thought he had a firm agreement for Neuropediatrics to publish the congress abstracts. French indicated that Neuropediatrics had reneged on the agreement and he was now desperate to find a journal that would agree to publish the abstracts; however, he also stated that there was no money available from the congress to pay the cost of extra journal pages to publish the abstracts. I felt that publishing these abstracts in the Journal of Child Neurology would be a good public relations move, but I needed to find financing. Fortunately, Leech told me that I could use some uncommitted funds from the Division of Neuropathology of the University of Oklahoma College of Medicine Department of Pathology to help support the abstract publication and, as a result, 220 typeset abstracts appeared in the July 1986 issue (volume 1, number 3) of the Journal of Child Neurology. 33 In the following issue (volume 1, number 4, October 1986), the first pharmaceutical advertisement appeared: Tegretol1 (carbamazepine) by CIBA-GEIGY.
With the success in producing of the first volume of the Journal of Child Neurology, the next major step was to achieve recognition for the journal-specifically, assuring that the journal was indexed by the major services providing information to the scientific community. From volume 1, number 1, the Journal of Child Neurology was indexed by the American Psychological Association Psychological Abstracts and by Excerpta Medica (EMBASE; the bibliographic database of the Dutch publishing firm Elsevier). Appeals to Garfield and the Institute for Scientific Information resulted in the Journal of Child Neurology being included in Current Contents/Clinical Medicine beginning with volume 2, number 1 in January 1987 and becoming a ''source publication'' for the Science Citation Index. However, the most important indexing service to break into was the National Library of Medicine (NLM) Index Medicus (MEDLINE). To accomplish this, I enlisted the help of Edward N. Brandt, Jr (an Oklahoman and former United States Assistant Secretary for Health of the Department of Health and Human Services in the administration of President Ronald Reagan), 34 who put me in contact with the appropriate individuals involved in journal evaluation at the National Library of Medicine and supported my successful application to have the Journal of Child Neurology included in Index Medicus, beginning with volume 2, number 3 (July 1987) (issues back to volume 1, number 1 were then also quickly added to the index).
At the first gathering for the Editorial Board (held every year since the journal founding during the annual meeting of the Child Neurology Society), I made it clear to the Editorial Board members that this was to be their journal and that I wanted to implement as many of their ideas as possible at that time and in the future. The ''buy in'' by these initial and later Editorial Board members ( Table 2 ) helped to assure the success of the journal, but some of the ideas were unsuccessful. One of these failures was the offer (using the example of The New England Journal of Medicine) of continuing medical education credit (7 credit hours per issue) in volume 3 (1988) sponsored by the University of Oklahoma College of Medicine; very few readers took advantage of this opportunity and it was discontinued after one year.
In volume 2 (1987), two distinguished named lectures were published in the Journal of Child Neurology. The Washington University School of Medicine and the St. Louis Children's Hospital inaugurated the Philip Dodge Lecture, named for the iconic child neurologist who had, for many years, chaired the pediatric department at Washington University. 11 Hugo Moser delivered that first lecture, 35 which was then published in the Journal of Child Neurology along with a dedication by Joseph Volpe. 11 Beginning in 1974, the Child Neurology Society had given the Hower Award to some of the most distinguished American clinical pediatric neuroscientists, 36, 37 but their lectures had never been published. I proposed to Jean Aicardi that his 1986 lecture be published in the Journal of Child Neurology. The publication of the Hower Award lecture 38 of Aicardi (along with a history of the Hower Award from G. Dean Timmons 36 ) triggered considerable angst among the leaders of the Child Neurology Society, since the Annals of Neurology was the official society journal, even though that journal only published a token number of articles in the field of child neurology. Fear of jeopardizing lucrative financial arrangements with the Annals of Neurology and concern about a disruptive fight between the two young American child neurology journals (Journal of Child Neurology and Pediatric Neurology) prompted a ruling precluding publication of official Child Neurology Society lectures in journals other than the Annals of Neurology. Interestingly, I was subsequently contacted by Victor Dubowitz about his 1988 Bernard Sachs lecture at the Child Neurology Society; apparently, Dubowitz had been instructed to submit his lecture on Duchenne muscular dystrophy to Annals of Neurology for publication, but the editor of Annals of Neurology had elected instead to publish an article 39 by David H. Gutmann and Kenneth H. Fischbeck on the same topic. This provided an opportunity for the Journal of Child Neurology to publish the Dubowitz lecture 40 along with an article by the noted geneticist J. A. Witkowski 41 and a commentary supplied by the entertainer Jerry Lewis 42 (who had hosted the Muscular Dystrophy Association Labor Day Telethon since 1966, and for whom patients with muscular dystrophy were often referred to as ''Jerry's Kids''). 43 Although publishing this lecture saved the Child Neurology Society from some of the embarrassment associated with the snub of Dubowitz, it again generated controversy similar to that after the Journal of Child Neurology published the Hower Award lecture of Aicardi. 38 The first supplement issue of the Journal of Child Neurology appeared in October 1988 (volume 3). 44 This supplement was based on a preconference symposium held at the annual Child Neurology Society meeting in San Diego, California, in October 1987. The supplement entitled ''Rett Syndrome and Autism'' was guest edited by Richard H. Haas, Isabelle Rapin, and Hugo Moser, and was sponsored by the International Rett Syndrome Association and the United States Centers for Disease Control (CDC). Alan Percy (one of the leaders in the field of Rett syndrome studies) convinced the pharmaceutical company CIBA-GEIGY to purchase additional copies of the supplement issue for distribution to child neurologists. This supplement issue helped bring attention to Rett syndrome and laid a foundation for the subsequent discoveries about the pathophysiology of this condition. [45] [46] [47] [48] The success of this supplement issue prompted a number of additional supplement issues for the Journal of Child Neurology, many of which related to epilepsy and anticonvulsant medications ( Table 3 ). In April 1992 (volume 7), Generoso G. Gascon teamed with Pinar T. Ozand and Jan Brismar to produce a supplement issue on ''Neurogenetic Neurometabolic Disease,'' sponsored by the King Faisal Specialist Hospital and Research Centre, which gave insight into the plethora of inherited disorders that were being characterized in that institution. 49, 50 A supplement issue appearing in January 1995 (volume 10) on ''Learning Disabilities'' was conceived by La Nelle S. Gallagher, former president of the Learning Disabilities Association of American (LDA), and supported principally by that organization as well as the ACLD Foundation and the Learning Disabilities Association of Texas (LDAT). 51 Guest editors for that issue were scientific leaders in the field of learning disabilities research: Jack M. Fletcher, Warren A. Weinberg, Martha B. Denckla, and Doris J. Johnson. [52] [53] [54] [55] [56] The issue also contained personal stories about dealing with learning disabilities (including one by Gallagher 57 about the impact on families), as well as articles on public policy issues. [61] [62] [63] As a follow-up to the acclaim of that supplement issue, the Learning Disabilities Association of Texas later sponsored a special issue [64] [65] [66] 67, 68 ), was dedicated to Weinberg, 65,66 and contained a personal story by the Pulitzer Prize-winning cartoonist Mike Peters, who pens the internationally syndicated ''Mother Goose and Grimm'' (''Grimmy'') comic strip. 69 There must be a corollary to Murphy's law 70 indicating that most articles will end at the top of a printed page, leaving much of the page as empty white space. The Journal of Child Neurology has tried several different approaches to this problem. Beginning in October 1987 (volume 2, number 4), small vignettes were published to fill this white space. At first, these vignettes were descriptions of pediatric neuropathology images prepared by Leech, 71-73 but later historical vignettes, interesting images, poems, cartoon caricatures, and short commentaries also [85] [86] [87] [88] [89] [90] [91] [92] [93] [94] [95] [96] [97] This added emphasis on historical materials meant that many obituaries 13, were published along with a variety of biographies and autobiographies. The autobiographical pieces began with the sage suggestion by Sanford Schneider that his recorded interview of Sidney Carter be transcribed, edited, and then published in the Journal of Child Neurology. 9 Subsequently, many individuals prepared autobiographical articles. (Some individuals that I approached expressed a reluctance to write what they considered to be their own obituaries. Such a calamity did befall Raú l Calderó n-González, whose death, just as his autobiographical piece 145 was going to press, prompted publication of a brief additional tribute 121 at the end of the same journal issue.) The Journal of Child Neurology has published two Festschrift issues-for Charles Barlow 161 of the Boston Children's Hospital (volume 7, number 1, January 1992) and for N. Paul Rosman 152 of the Floating Hospital for Children in Boston (volume 20, number 10, October 2005). In June 2006 (volume 21, number 6), an article by the beloved clinician/teacher Arnold Gold 162 (coauthored with his wife Sandra Gold) described his commitment to humanism in medicine and the programs of the Arnold P. Gold Foundation, including the Gold Humanism Honor Society and the White Coat Ceremony. 163 A significant event in 1989 was the sale of PSG Publishing Company to Year Book Medical Publishers, Inc, which subsequently became Mosby-Year Book, Inc (the new publisher also agreed to publish the second edition of my neurology handbook for primary care physicians 164 coauthored with William H. Olson [previously published by Charles C. Thomas 165 ] and to publish a diet book coauthored with my wife Mary H. Brumback 166 ). Unfortunately, this new publisher produced a wide variety of books and journals (including the Journal of Pediatrics) but actually had little interest in small circulation publications such as the Journal of Child Neurology. Nonetheless, they did negotiate (in collaboration with several members of the Editorial Board) an agreement in which the CIBA-GEIGY pharmaceutical company sponsored subscriptions for the trainees in neurology residency training programs in the United States ( Figure 5B) .
The 1992 ''Statement of Ownership, Management, and Circulation (Required by 39 U.S.C. 3685)'' published in October 1992 (volume 7, number 4, page 328), showed the average net press run of 2744 copies with paid circulation of 2377 and a total circulation of 2500.The annual price in 1992 for an individual subscription was $90 and for an institution subscription was $115. In January 1993, the Journal of Child Neurology again changed ownership-this time being sold to Decker Periodicals, Inc, located in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, a journal publishing firm directed by Brian C. Decker. One immediate notable change with this new ownership was the use of a higher quality acid-free paper stock (which did not yellow over time, as had occurred with previous issues). In addition, Decker Periodicals introduced in volume 10 (1995) a new cover design ( Figure 5C ). With the increasing amount of material submitted and accepted (despite a 50% rejection rate) and with an increasing delay between acceptance and publication (in some situations reaching 12 months), Decker Periodicals agreed to a progressive increase in the number of published pages and increased frequency of publication to six issues per year (bimonthly) in 1995, eight issues per year in 1997, and twelve issues per year (monthly) in 1998. Although, for the first 10 years, the editorial office had been housed at the University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center, the editorial office was forced to move out in 1996 and settled in the law office of my wife (who served as editorial assistant, along with my son Darryl W. Brumback), until my relocation in January 2001 to the Creighton University School of Medicine allowed the editorial office to be housed in the Creighton University Medical Center (Table 4 ).
In January 2007, the Journal of Child Neurology was again sold-this time to SAGE Publications (http:// www.sagepub.com/), a large journal and book publisher headquartered in Thousand Oaks, California. One of the first tasks for the new publisher was to bring the journal back on track with timely publication of monthly issues, along with reducing the backlog of accepted manuscripts and shortening the time from acceptance to publication by increasing the annual number of printed pages. A new look for the journal pages was introduced in both the print and online versions, with online access (back to the first issue) through SAGE Journals Online (http:// jcn.sagepub.com/), which is hosted through the Stanford University enterprise HighWire Press (http://highwire. stanford.edu/). Thus, the Journal of Child Neurology joined over 1200 other journals on this user-friendly High-Wire Press online platform, which also houses such premier publications as The New England Journal of Medicine, Science, Pediatrics, Neurology, JAMA, and BMJ. With online versions of the journal, there was no longer a need for printed end-of-year indexes, which last appeared in 2006. An important new feature for the Journal of Child Neurology available through the online platform has been ''OnlineFirst,'' in which forthcoming articles appear electronically weeks or months before their scheduled printing. The online versions of articles from the Journal of Child Neurology are also available for free or at low cost to local, nonprofit institutions in developing countries through the Health InterNetwork Access to Research Initiative (HINARI), which is a cooperative program between major publishers and the World Health Organization (WHO). In addition, submission of manuscripts was streamlined through an online process using the SAGE-Track version of the Thomson Reuters ScholarOne Manuscripts product (http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ childneurology). 167 With the success of publishing the abstracts from the 1986 International Child Neurology Congress in the first volume, I have over the years explored possible affiliations with other meetings. The annual Carrell-Krusen Symposium at the Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for Children in Dallas, begun in 1977 by Jay Cook and directed after 1990 by Susan Iannaccone, had been only a small regional meeting of Muscular Dystrophy Association (MDA) clinical directors and staff. I suggested publishing the meeting abstracts 168 in the Journal of Child Neurology (beginning in 1994, along with the lecture by the Carrell-Krusen visiting professor [169] [170] [171] [172] [173] [174] [175] [176] [177] [178] [179] ) and developing a brochure with a distinctive logo (volume10, number 4, July 1995, page 342) to advertise this arrangement and thereby increase the national visibility for, and attendance at, the meeting. That relationship lasted through 2006, when the Carrell-Krusen Symposium developed a new partnership with the Journal of Clinical Neuromuscular Disease. 180 Abstracts of annual meetings of the Child Neurology Section (chaired by Paolo Curatolo) of the International School of Neurological Sciences (located on the island of San Servolo, Venice, Italy) 181 were published from 1998 (volume 13, number 9) until 2005 (volume 20, number 5). The regional meeting held annually in New Orleans, Louisiana, by the Southern Pediatric Neurology Society features an opportunity for young investigators (particularly residents and students) to give platform presentations of their studies (in contrast to the meetings of the American Academy of Neurology, American Neurological Association, and Child Neurology Society, at which most accepted abstracts from junior investigators are given as poster presentations). In March 1995 (volume 10, number 3), the Journal of Child Neurology began publishing the meeting abstracts 182 and in 1999 initiated an award of $1000 for the best paper by a resident or fellow trainee. [183] [184] [185] Throughout its history of more than 3800 printed items (Table 5) , the Journal of Child Neurology has published a wide variety of noteworthy articles.* Citations are one measure of article influence and for many years, the major source for identifying citations was the database Science Citation Index of the Institute for Scientific Information (now upgraded to the online Thomson Reuters ISI Web of Knowledge). However, with the advent of the Internet era, other less exclusive (and free) resources have been developed that provide citation data. Thus, the 186 which set the stage for many subsequent related publications by Weinberg and others, y including a brief description of the Weinberg Screening Affective Scales 207 (based on his Weinberg Criteria [370] [371] [372] [373] for depression in children) that subsequently were produced as commercial testing materials. 224, 374, 375 During the early years of the Journal of Child Neurology, members of the Editorial Board were able to assist me in getting articles from various prominent clinicians and scientists (such as George Ojemann on epilepsy surgery, 205 Jay Robbins on DNA repair, 209 Alan S. Kaufman on intelligence testing, 194 John W. Olney on glutamate neurotoxicity, 210 and Andrew G. Engel on congenital myasthenia 203 ) that helped build credibility and stature for the journal. Over the years, many of the articles in the Journal of Child Neurology have related to epilepsy and an article by Catherine Chiron and colleagues in a supplement issue in 1991 concerning the use of vigabatrin in treating refractory status epilepticus 232 was, for a while, among the most highly cited articles from the Journal of Child Neurology. In 1986, Anne Dusser, Françoise Goutières, and Jean Aicardi published an article on ischemic strokes in children, 195 which presaged the later great interest by child neurologists in stroke.z Only a few articles in the Journal of Child Neurology have truly been ''cutting-edge'' since the processing time (from submission, peer review, acceptance, typesetting, and publication) for articles is much longer than for larger or more frequently published journals such as Neurology, Lancet, New England Journal of Medicine, Pediatrics, and Journal of Pediatrics; however, in May 2009 (volume 24, number 5), a breakthrough description from Kevin J. Staley and colleagues 364 about the use of the loop diuretic bumetanide in treating neonatal seizures was published in the Journal of Child Neurology.
There was an unsuccessful attempt in October 1992 (volume 7, number 4) to start a ''controversial topics'' series in the Journal of Child Neurology: after Weinberg and Brumback produced an article, ''The Myth of Attention Deficit-Hyperactivity Disorder: Symptoms Resulting from Multiple Causes,'' 239 that was subjected to published critiques, [376] [377] [378] [379] no other authors volunteered to have their articles undergo similar public criticism. Nonetheless, there have been some controversial materials published over the years in the Journal of Child Neurology. The article by Chrysostomos P. Panayiotopoulos about a new epileptic disorder 208 that now is known as Panayiotopoulos syndome 308, 380 was initially not well received as evidenced from an accompanying commentary written by Aicardi. 381 When Warwick J. Peacock and Loretta A. Staudt published their review of the use of selective posterior rhizotomy to treat the spasticity of cerebral palsy, 220 the accompanying editorial 215 by William M. Landau and Carlton C. Hunt unleashed a firestorm of correspondence. 229, 231 A series of articles and correspondence concerning the ethics of ''junk science'' in courtroom testimony and the need for organized child neurology to fight this menace [382] [383] [384] [385] [386] [387] [388] [389] [390] [391] [392] [393] [394] [395] [396] [397] prompted action and a report from the Ethics and Practice Committees of the Child Neurology Society. 398 In 1998, Marjorie A. Garvey, Jay Giedd, and Susan E. Swedo published a comprehensive review of their controversial diagnostic entity: pediatric autoimmune neuropsychiatric disorders associated with streptococcal infection (PANDAS). 288 Several articles have addressed the critical problem of head injury in children 245, 273, 287 and one article discussed the emotionally charged topic of concussions in high school football players. 319 Bodensteiner attempted to address concerns about the future of child neurology as a discipline by soliciting commentaries from senior neurologists and from directors of the American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology (and the published annual reports of the American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology also revealed the health of the specialty). A series of articles from Larry Burd and colleagues used comprehensive data from a relatively static population in a sparsely populated state (North Dakota) to gain some measure of the health care burden for a variety of disorders, 332, 333, 365 and Felicia Mebane and Robert J. Blendon provided a tutorial on influencing public policymakers related to healthcare in America. 393 Several eponymic publications, besides that of Panayiotopoulos, 208 have appeared in the Journal of Child Neurology, including Fishman's syndrome 198, 199 and Johnsen-Tarby-Lewis syndrome. 327, 343 In April 1992 (volume 7, number 2), Roach procured for publication in the Journal of Child Neurology the ''Report of the Diagnostic Criteria Committee of the National Tuberous Sclerosis Association.'' 237 For a while, this was among the most highly cited articles from the Journal of Child Neurology until publication of the follow-up article ''Tuberous Sclerosis Complex Consensus Conference: Revised Clinical Diagnostic Criteria'' 293 in December 1998 (volume 13, number 12). These two publications generated a number of other articles for the Journal of Child Neurology on tuberous sclerosis complex § and also important articles on another neurocutaneous disorder, Sturge-Weber syndrome. 260, 268 Bernard Maria published articles on the odd cerebellar malformation called Joubert syndrome, including the seminal description of a unique neuroimaging feature that he termed the ''molar tooth sign.'' 282 In October 1998, Maria acquired funding from the National Institutes of Health to sponsor a symposium on Joubert syndrome to precede the annual Child Neurology Society meeting, and he then turned the proceeding of that symposium into articles for special issues of the Journal of Child Neurology (volume14, numbers 9 and 10, September and October 1999). 294, 298, 300, 303, 304 The success of that conference 356 To celebrate the 20th volume of the Journal of Child Neurology, the cover of each issue that year was printed in emerald green. In December 2005 (volume 20, supplement 1), a 56-page supplement issue appeared that was devoted entirely to expert opinion discussion of the treatment of pediatric epilepsy. 344 Over the years, a number of editorials, short notes, and articles have been devoted to aspects of journal publication, including the journal impact factor, abuse of abbreviations, proper semantics, and hints for article preparation. [420] [421] [422] [423] [424] [425] [426] [427] [428] [429] [430] [431] [432] [433] In addition, the Journal of Child Neurology has had its share of publication ''concerns,'' including what journal editors have termed ''salami slicing'' (or ''the least publishable unit''), along with more serious problems such as duplicate publication, plagiarism 434 (retraction at: DOI: 10.3171/ foc.2006.20.1.5), invalid science, and serious conflicts of interest. [435] [436] [437] [438] [439] [440] [441] [442] [443] Weathering these latter troubles produced for the editor and for the publisher of the Journal of Child Neurology what could qualify as an ''Excedrin headache'' (that tagline was created by noted New York advertising executive Jay Schulberg). 444 Since the 1990s, a prized measure of success used by many biomedical journals has been the journal impact factor value generated by the Journal Citation Reports of the Institute of Scientific Information. 445, 446 I began chasing and then reporting these numbers for the Journal of Child Neurology, and noted that the rankings (based on journal impact factor) for the Journal of Child Neurology in the Pediatrics and in the Clinical Neurology categories have fluctuated widely over the years. [426] [427] [428] [429] [430] [431] [432] [433] Recently, major journal editors have begun to question the methodology for creating the proprietary journal impact factor 447, 448 and I joined this chorus with two editorials on the subject. [449] [450] [451] [452] Fortunately, the growth of Web-based databases has permitted better open-source journal metrics 453, 454 that show good rankings for the Journal of Child Neurology.
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